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    Aims and scope

    
        
            Trials encompasses all aspects of the performance and findings of randomized controlled trials in health. We publish articles on general trial methodology and research into trial processes, as well as study protocols and statistical analysis plans for randomized controlled trials, commentaries and traditional results papers - regardless of outcome or significance of findings.
Read more

        
    




        
            
    
        
            Articles

        
        	
                        Recent
                    
	
                        Most accessed
                    


        
            
                
                    
    
    
        
        
    	
            
                
                    
                        Clinical effects of atorvastatin combined with conbercept in the treatment of patients with macular edema secondary to retinal vein occlusion and carotid plaque: study protocol for a prospective randomized controlled trial
                    
                

                Authors: Bangtao Yao, Bei Wang, Jun Yang, Yan Geng, Hao Yu, Yuhui Liu, Gang Liu and Xiuying Wang

                
                    Content type: Study protocol
                    8 April 2024
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        A placebo-controlled, crossover trial to investigate the efficacy of tiotropium bromide or placebo added to usual care in stable symptomatic post-hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) bronchiolitis obliterans syndrome (BOS)
                    
                

                Authors: Naeemeh Dini, Amin Pastaki Khoshbin, Rasoul Aliannejad, Hooman Bakhshandeh, Katayoun Najafizadeh, Mahshid Mehdizadeh and Shahideh Amini

                
                    Content type: Study protocol
                    6 April 2024
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Effects of transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation on pain, function, and descending inhibition in people with non-specific chronic low-back pain: a study protocol for a randomized crossover trial
                    
                

                Authors: Richard E. Liebano, Kathleen A. Sluka, Joshua Roy, Meghan Savinelli, Dana L. Dailey and Sean P. Riley

                
                    Content type: Study protocol
                    6 April 2024
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Statistical analyses of ordinal outcomes in randomised controlled trials: a scoping review
                    
                

                Authors: Chris J. Selman, Katherine J. Lee, Kristin N. Ferguson, Clare L. Whitehead, Brett J. Manley and Robert K. Mahar

                
                    Content type: Review
                    6 April 2024
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        The clinical trial activation process: a case study of an Italian public hospital
                    
                

                Authors: Carolina Pelazza, Marta Betti, Francesca Marengo, Annalisa Roveta and Antonio Maconi

                
                    Content type: Research
                    5 April 2024
                

                

            
        





        

        
            
                
                    Most recent articles RSS
                    
                        
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                        View all articles
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
            

        

    

    


                

            
        
            
                
                    
    
    
        
            
    	
            
                
                    
                        Palliative long-term abdominal drains versus repeated drainage in individuals with untreatable ascites due to advanced cirrhosis: study protocol for a feasibility randomised controlled trial
                    
                

                Authors: Lucia Macken, Louise Mason, Catherine Evans, Heather Gage, Jake Jordan, Mark Austin, Nick Parnell, Max Cooper, Shani Steer, Justine Boles, Stephen Bremner, Debbie Lambert, David Crook, Gemma Earl, Jean Timeyin and Sumita Verma

                
                    Content type: Study protocol
                    27 July 2018
                

                
    
        
            
    
        
    
    
        
                
                    
                        
                            The
                            
                                Correction to this article has been published in 
                            Trials
                            2018
                            19:488
                        

                    
                
            
    




        
    



            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Through the looking glass: understanding non-inferiority
                    
                

                Authors: Jennifer Schumi and Janet T Wittes

                
                    Content type: Review
                    3 May 2011
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Oral corticosteroids for post-infectious cough in adults: study protocol for a double-blind randomized placebo-controlled trial in Swiss family practices (OSPIC trial)
                    
                

                Authors: Christoph Merlo, Stefan Essig, D. Oana Brancati-Badarau, Jörg Daniel Leuppi, Benjamin Speich, Tobias E. Erlanger, Lars G. Hemkens and Andreas Zeller

                
                    Content type: Study protocol
                    23 November 2020
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Sample size requirements to estimate key design parameters from external pilot randomised controlled trials: a simulation study
                    
                

                Authors: M Dawn Teare, Munyaradzi Dimairo, Neil Shephard, Alex Hayman, Amy Whitehead and Stephen J Walters

                
                    Content type: Research
                    3 July 2014
                

                

            
        
	
            
                
                    
                        Managing clinical trials
                    
                

                Authors: Barbara Farrell, Sara Kenyon and Haleema Shakur

                
                    Content type: Review
                    13 July 2010
                

                

            
        





        

        
            
                
                    Most accessed articles RSS
                    
                        
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                        View all articles
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
            

        

    

    


                

            
        
    



        
            
    Article collections

    
        
            Article collection
The use of electronic consent (e-Consent) in randomised trials
Special Issue
Reducing financial hardships from cancers
 Edited by Dr Matthew Banegas and Dr Janet S. de Moor
Thematic series
Case studies of experience with interim data and IDMCs in RCTs
 Edited by Prof Matthew Sydes (MRC Clinical Trials Unit at UCL)
Article collection
COVID-19 trial protocols
Article collection
Impact of COVID-19 on clinical trials
Thematic series
The future of pragmatic trials
 Edited by Prof Marion Campbell and Prof Sandra Eldridge
Thematic series
Big data for randomized trials
 Edited by Dr Lars Hemkens
Article collection
Sample size calculations and specifying the target difference for randomized trials
Thematic series
Building capacity for evidence informed trial management
 Edited by Dr Roberta Littleford and Prof Shaun Treweek
View all article collections



        
    




        
            
    
        
            
                

    
    
        [image: New Content Item]
    
    
    




            
        

    
    
        
            
                
                    Trending articles
                
            

        

        
            Click here to view which articles have been shared the most in the last month!

        
    




        
            
    
        
        
            
    
        
            
    Blogs

    
        
            	
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Beyond sensors and alerts: diabetic foot prevention requires more than the odd sock
                                    
                                

                                
                                    20 March 2024

                                
                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        A smartphone app for the self-management of Perthes’ Disease – a blog for Rare Disease Day 2024
                                    
                                

                                
                                    28 February 2024

                                
                            

                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Prescriptions aren’t one-way tickets: how to stop what we started
                                    
                                

                                
                                    08 February 2024

                                
                            

                        
                    


        

    

        
    



        
            
Read More




        
    



        
            
    
    
        
            
                
                    Thank you to our peer reviewers
                
            

        

        
            The editors and staff of Trials would like to warmly thank our peer reviewers whose comments have helped to shape the journal.

        
    




        
            
    Peer review mentoring

    
        
            The Editors endorse peer review mentoring of early career researchers. Find out more here

        
    




        
    



                    

                

            
                
                    
                        
    
        
        
            
    Announcement: we are recruiting new Associate Editors

    
        
            We are recruiting new Associate Editors to join our international Editorial Board, helping to provide expertise on the design, conduct and reporting of trials in our journal.

Click here to find out more.

        
    




        
            
    Call for papers

    
        
            The collection, analysis and reporting of adverse events in randomised controlled trials
 Edited by Victoria Cornelius (Imperial College London, UK) and Rachel Phillips (Imperial College London, UK)

        
    




        
            
    
    
        
            
                
                    Call for papers: Case studies of experience with interim data and IDMCs in RCTs
                
            

        

        
            Edited by: Prof Matthew Sydes (MRC Clinical Trials Unit at UCL)

        
    




        
            
    
        
            In Review: an integrated pre-print service for Trials

        
        
            





    
    

    
    
        [image: In Review at Trials]
    
    
    




    




        
            
    
    
        
        
            Trials, in partnership with Research Square, is now offering In Review, a service that allows authors to opt in to upload their manuscript to a free preprint platform when submitting to Springer Nature journals. This service allows authors to:
• Share their work with fellow researchers to read, comment on, and cite even before publication
• Showcase their work to funders and others with a citable DOI while it is still under review
• Track their manuscript - including seeing when reviewers are invited, and when reports are received

            
                 Read More 
            
        

    




        
    



        
            
    
        
            Research on Research registry

        
        
            





    
    

    
    
        [image: New Content Item]
    
    
    




    




        
            
    
        
            Trials would like to encourage authors of research on research (also referred to as meta-research or science of science) to register their work with the Research on Research (RoR) registry and hub. The registry has been designed to increase transparency, sharing and collaboration in research to develop and improve research design, conduct or reporting. If you have registered with the RoR registry, please include the registry record URL within your submission.
For more information on the RoR registry, and to register your research, please visit https://ror-hub.org/.

        
    




        
    



        
            
    
    Link your publications with an ORCiD identifier

    
    
        
        
            Trials would like to ask all authors to include their ORCiD identifier when submitting their work to Trials. An ORCiD (Open Researcher and Contributor ID) number uniquely attaches your identity to your research work, such as your articles and datasets. You can get your free personal identifier at https://ORCiD.org/register.

            
                 Read More 
            
        

    




        
            
    Submissions on complementary and alternative medicine

    
        
            As a journal dedicated to improve the reporting and publication of clinical trials, we aim to embrace all content that is relevant, including general methodology papers, and research into the trial processes, protocols and statistical analysis plan for randomized controlled trials, as well as traditional research and commentary papers. However, it requires an in-depth subject knowledge to properly evaluate papers on the topic of complementary and alternative medicine to assess the intervention, the design of the trials, as well as the primary and secondary outcomes. Hence we feel it’s better to refer authors of these papers to the journals that are more equipped with the expertise required.
As of 1st September 2021, Trials will no longer be considering papers on the topic of complementary and alternative medicine. We recommend the below journals from the BMC family that can accommodate studies in this area, do please check each journal scope carefully before submitting:
・BMC Complementary Medicine and Therapies (accepting study protocols)
・Chinese Medicine
・Nutrition Journal (accepting study protocols)
Submissions made after 1st September will be referred to Transfer Desk team who will help the authors select a proper destination for their manuscript.

        
    




        
            
    
    Structured Study Protocols

    
    
        
        
            Trials is experimenting with a new way of structuring study protocols for randomised trials. The simple innovation is to include all 51 SPIRIT headings and item identifiers within the protocol itself. Readers will then benefit from the ability to search by item identifier, which are contained within curly brackets. This is not mandatory and we will continue to consider protocols submitted in other formats.

We have created a template for this new format that contains both SPIRIT and Trials guidance in one place.

            
                 Read More 
            
        

    




        
            
    
        Latest Tweets

        
            View Twitter timeline
            
                Your browser needs to have JavaScript enabled to view this timeline
            

        

    



        
    



                    

                

            
        

    



    
        
    
        
            About the Editors

        
        
            
    
        
            
                

    
        [image: Peter Jüni]
    
    




            
        

    
    
        

        
            Peter Jüni, Editor-in-Chief
Peter is a clinical epidemiologist and general internist, and the Director of the Applied Health Research Centre (AHRC) at the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute of St. Michael’s Hospital. He holds a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Clinical Epidemiology of Chronic Diseases and is a Professor at the Department of Medicine and the Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the University of Toronto. Peter is known for his methodological work and for his clinical research on the management of cardiovascular and musculoskeletal disorders. He has had leading roles in major cardiovascular trials, served as a member of several task forces of the European Society of Cardiology, and contributed to the Cochrane Risk of Bias tools for randomized and non-randomized studies.

        
    




        
            
    
        
            
                

    
        [image: New Content Item]
    
    




            
        

    
    
        

        
            Tianjing Li, Editor-in-Chief
Tianjing is an Associate Professor in the Department of Epidemiology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (JHBSPH). Dr Li was trained as a physician and subsequently earned her PhD in Epidemiology (Clinical Trials concentration) and MHS in Biostatistics from JHBSPH. The primary goal of Dr Li's research is to develop, evaluate, and disseminate efficient methods for comparing healthcare interventions and to provide trustworthy evidence for decision making. Her core research interests include methodologies for randomized controlled trials, systematic reviews, network meta-analysis, comparative effectiveness research, and patient-centered outcomes research. Dr Li serves as the Associate Director for Cochrane United States and the Director for Research for Cochrane Eyes and Vision US Project.

        
    




        
            
    
        
            
                

    
        [image: Shaun Treweek]
    
    




            
        

    
    
        

        
            Shaun Treweek, Editor-in-Chief
Shaun is Professor of Health Services Research in the Health Services Research Unit at the University of Aberdeen, UK.  Prof Treweek’s research interests are mainly in efficient trial design, particularly pragmatic trial design, improved recruitment and retention interventions for trials, the design of studies to generate trial process evidence and the effective presentation of research evidence.  He is leading an initiative called Trial Forge (http://www.trialforge.org) that aims to be more systematic about how we generate and use research evidence in making trial design, conduct, analysis and reporting decisions. 

        
    




        
    



    


                    
                        
                            
                                How was your experience today?

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Rating. A scale of 5 feelings conveyed using images that range from awful to great. The feelings represent how you feel about your experience today.
                                            
                                                                            
                                                                                
                                                                                    
                                                                                
                                                                            
                                                Please select one rating
                                            
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                  
                                                        An image of a cartoon face that is very unhappy.
                                                         The value of this radio input is: Awful
                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                           
                                                        An image of a cartoon face with a frown.
                                                         The value of this radio input is: Bad
                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                           
                                                        An image of a cartoon face with a neutral expression.
                                                         The value of this radio input is: OK
                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                           
                                                        An image of a cartoon face with a smile.
                                                         The value of this radio input is: Good
                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                                  
                                                        An image of a cartoon face with an open mouth grin.
                                                         The value of this radio input is: Great
                                                    
                                                

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                                Send feedback
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        Thank you for your feedback.

                                    

                                    Tell us why (opens in a new tab)
                                

                            

                        

                    
                    
                        
                            
    
    
        
            Advertisement

            
                
                    
                        [image: Advertisement]
                    
                

            

        

    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
        
        
                    
                    
    
        
    
    

    
        
            
        Submit manuscript
    
        

    




    
        
    
        
        	
                    
Editorial Board




                
	
                    
Manuscript editing services




                
	
                    
Instructions for Editors




                
	
                    
Instructions for authors




                
	
                    
            Sign up for article alerts and news from this journal
        

                


    



    
        
    
        
            Follow

            	
                        
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    


        

    


    
        
    
        Annual Journal Metrics

        	
                    
    
        
            2022 Citation Impact
 2.5 - 2-year Impact Factor
 2.5 - 5-year Impact Factor
 0.827 - SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper)
 0.814 - SJR (SCImago Journal Rank)
2023 Speed
 33 days submission to first editorial decision for all manuscripts (Median)
 129 days submission to accept (Median)
2023 Usage 
 6,282,238 downloads
 5,569 Altmetric mentions

        
    




                
	
                    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                 More about our metrics 
            
        

    




                


    



    



                    
                        
    
    
        
            Advertisement

            
                
                    
                        [image: Advertisement]
                    
                

            

        

    

                    
                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        
                            [image: ]
                            Trials
                        

                         ISSN: 1745-6215

                    

                    
                        
                            Contact us

                            	Submission enquiries: Access here and click Contact Us
	General enquiries: info@biomedcentral.com


                        

                    
                

            

        
         
    
        
            
    
        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    Read more on our blogs
                                
	
                                    Receive BMC newsletters
                                
	
                                    Manage article alerts
                                
	
                                    Language editing for authors
                                
	
                                    Scientific editing for authors
                                


                    
                        	
                                    Policies
                                
	
                                    Accessibility
                                
	
                                    Press center
                                


                    
                        	
                                    Support and Contact
                                
	
                                    Leave feedback
                                
	
                                    Careers
                                


                    
                
            

            
                Follow BMC

                	
                            
                                BMC Twitter page
                                
                                    
                                
                            
                        
	
                            
                                BMC Facebook page
                                
                                    
                                
                            
                        
	
                            
                                BMC Weibo page
                                
                                    
                                
                            
                        


            

        

        
            By using this website, you agree to our
            Terms and Conditions,
            Your US state privacy rights,
            Privacy
                statement and
            Cookies policy.
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies we use in the preference centre.
        

    




        
        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
         © 2024 BioMed Central Ltd unless otherwise stated. Part of
            Springer Nature.
        

    




    

    



        
    
    


        
    